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The Circuit Rider Published December 4, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1, 2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 
1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Matthew 3:1-12
New International Version (NIV)

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went 
out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, 
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
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11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat 
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Historic UMC #GivingTuesday 
is Record-Breaking Day for Mission
A Response on Mississippi Giving 
Thanks to the generosity of United Methodists around the world, 
more than 880 projects and missionaries will receive a financial boost 
to help them meet their mission goals. The denomination’s General 
Board of Global Ministries (http://www.umcmission.org/) announced that the first-ever UMC #GivingTuesday generated a record $6.5 
million online on December 3. Nearly 11,000 donors in 34 countries gave more than 16,300 gifts through The Advance to mission and 
ministries they support. Global Ministries matched the first $500,000 received.

The full praise report on #GivingTuesday follows the heart-warming message 
below written below by Lou Ann Staggs, the Mississippi Conference Secretary for 
Global Ministries: 

“What fun it was yesterday to go online and send my yearly gift to the Jamaa Letu 
Boy’s Orphanage in Democratic Republic of Congo (DROC), a place my husband 
and I have a covenant relationship. This is an Advance project we learned about 
through UM missionaries, Jeff and Ellen Hoover who serve in the DROC and have 

support from Mississippi Methodists. When the Hoovers came to Mississippi on itineration, they shared with us the needs for this orphanage. 

There had been an orphanage for little girls in this area of South Congo for years but nothing for boys. The UM Church built this orphan-
age called Jamaa Letu, which serves boys from infancy to completion of secondary school who have been orphaned by war, disease (including 
HIV/AIDS), abuse and abandonment. In 2013, the orphanage cared for approximately 32 boys, providing shelter, food, clothing, supplies, 
health care, spiritual guidance and school fees and expenses. Jamaa Letu serves as a safe haven for those vulnerable young people as well as an 
environment to develop their gifts for future involvement in the church and their culture.

What fun to know my gift was doubled on #GivingTuesday! Being so blessed living in America, it is rewarding to assist a project or missionary 
that meets the needs of those less fortunate than myself. As a grandmother, I think of those in Congo, particularly the little boys, when I am 
with my grandson.

I am so glad to be a part of The United Methodist Church’s mission where I can make a gift online, by phone or mail to support our missions 
and know that 100% of my gift gets to a project of my choice. Thanks to The Advance, our giving channel, I can be the hands and feet of Jesus 
and impact lives beyond Mississippi. I am grateful for the churches and individuals across the state who took advantage of the opportunity to 
double their gifts to missions. – Lou Ann Staggs, Mississippi Conference Secretary for Global Ministries

To view the report on #GivingTuesday provided by United Methodist News Service, visit:
http://www.umcmission.org/Learn-About-Us/News-and-Stories/2013/December/1204-Historic-UMC-GivingTuesday.

Gunter Endowment Announcement    
Rev. Mike Hicks, Associate Director of the Mississippi Methodist Foundation
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation announces the creation of the Anita Gunter Memorial Endow-
ment for the Wesley Foundation of Itawamba Community College. Dr. Doyce Gunter, Anita’s widower, desired 
to honor his wife and her life-long interest in young people by creating an endowment for the Wesley Founda-
tion of ICC. Many will remember the selfless service of the Gunters during their time at Wood College. Dr. 
Gunter served as the president of the college for a number of years.

He shared that his first motivation was his work among the United Methodist churches of Itawamba County. 
Their goal was to discover how the church could better support the work of ministry within the county. One of 
the first targets of the county churches was the Wesley Foundation at ICC. At the time, the Wesley Foundation 

Anita Gunter
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had a small board and little financial support. It was being served by a part-time director. Dr. Gunter’s dream was to have a full-time 
director. His vision of a full-time director became a reality in 2012, but there was still a need for funding. 

He said, “The Lord has blessed me with far more than I could ever imagine.”

Gunter said the Lord began to direct him toward support of the Wesley Foundation. His second motivation for the endowment was 
Mrs. Gunter’s connection with ICC. She was a graduate of ICC and then completed her four year degree at the University of North 
Alabama in Florence. The Gunters returned to ICC for homecomings and other events. Dr. Gunter even taught religion there for three 
years when he served as pastor at Tremont UMC. After his wife’s death, he said, “It was an easy decision to honor Anita’s memory with 
an endowment for the work of the Wesley Foundation at ICC. I knew the Methodist Foundation was the right place to invest the funds.”

Martha Scarborough, executive director of the Methodist Foundation stated that she was honored to work with Dr. Gunter in establish-
ing the endowment. She said, “I am humbled to think about the size of this gift in light of the Gunters’ years of ministry within the life 
of the church.”

Gunter’s gift in memory of his wife will provide $1,200 to the Wesley Foundation at ICC during the first year. Future earnings should 
provide much more for the work of ministry. Those wishing to make a contribution to the Anita Gunter Memorial Endowment may 
do so by sending their checks to The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, P.O. Box 2415, Ridgeland, MS 39158-2415. For further 
information, please contact the foundation at 601-948-8845.

Washington Honored as A New Member of the Dickson Order
Mississippi United Methodist Foundation

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is pleased to announce that 
Dr. George Washington is a new member of the Dickson Order. Wash-
ington has served his local church and the Mississippi Annual Conference 
faithfully for many years. He especially contributed to the work of the 
United Methodist Men in his district and the annual conference.

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is proud to house and 
represent the Dickson Order Endowment. The order was established in 
2002 by Mr. and Mrs. W. O. “Chet” Dillard in memory of the Rev. Nathan 
Andrew Dickson. The income from the endowment provides scholarships 
for individuals enrolled in a seminary pursuing pastoral ministry.

Individuals, churches or other organizations may bestow this honor by 
making a contribution of at least $1,000 to the fund. The honor includes 
a plaque presented to the inductee as well as an etched portrait and name 
added to the permanent display of the Dickson Order at the headquarters 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference. The recipient also receives a Dickson 
Order lapel pin.

Christmas Shopping Can Benefit Local Churches                          
United Methodist Communications Service
The United Methodist General Council on Finance and Administration, in partnership with some of 
the largest online retailers, has built a shopping tool that provides a cash benefit for the local church 
when purchases are made through the UMCmarket — items one might be buying anyway. How 
does it work? Create an account at UMCMarket.org and designate the church.

Dr. Dora Washington and the Rev. Mike Hicks join Dr. 
George Washington the newest member of the Dickson 
Order.
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Wesley Louisville Ground Breaking 
Wesley United Methodist Church of Louisville recently celebrated 
a ground breaking ceremony for its new 7,000 square foot worship 
facility. The event was well attended with Starkville District superin-
tendent, Dr. Embra Jackson delivering a very inspiring message. Area 
United Methodist ministers were present as well. Pastor of Wesley 
United Methodist Church, The Rev. James Morris, Sr. expressed his gratitude for all who 
gathered for the event. He stated that this was the perfect example of United Methodist 
connectionalism in action. Since the service, the foundation has been poured and the 
frame has been erected. 

Columbus First UMC Makes Local News                
When members of First United Methodist Church in Columbus congregated to pack thousands of meals to feed 
victims of the Philippines typhoon, a news camera from WCBI was there to capture their generosity. The Rev. 
Raigan Miskelly is the pastor of the church. She interviewed with the station about supporting those in need 
through the Stop Hunger Now movement. To hear what she said and watch members package the meals, visit 
http://www.wcbi.com/wordpress/columbus-church-helps-philippine-typhoon-victims.

Van Winkle UMC the Focus  
of WJTV’s Faith Segment 
The Jackson based television station WJTV News Channel 12 highlighted Van Winkle 
United Methodist Church in one of its latest Faith and Focus segments. The church’s wor-
ship service, thrift store and 91 year-old pianists were featured. The story also included com-
ments from the pastor about the shrinking attendance and the church’s efforts to aid their 
neighbors. To read entire story, visit:
http://www.wjtv.com/story/24055441/faith-in-focus-van-winkle-methodist-church-
reviews-future-purpose.

Mississippi City Serves UMW              
Elaine Tinsley was elected the 2014 president of the United Methodist Women in the Seashore District.  The 
UMW annual meeting was hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church in Picayune and led by Rev. Megan 
Grace Becnel.  The keynote speaker for the occasion was Seashore District superintendent, Rev. Heather Hensar-
ling.  The purpose of the United Methodist Women (UMW) is to organize units across the world that shall be 
communities of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through 
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participa-
tion in the global ministries of the church.

91-year-old Alma Lowe plays the piano at Jackson’s Van Winkle Methodist Church. She’s 
recovering from a heart attack she suffered only three months ago. Photo courtesy of WJTV

Dozens of people witnessed the ground breaking for the new  
Wesley UMC worship facility in Louisville, Mississippi.

Columbus First UMC

Elaine Tinsley 



Griffin UMC Honors Jones                  
Griffin United Methodist Church in Starkville, held pastor appreciation services honoring 
Elder Eddie Lee Jones and his wife Merry Jones for 11 years of service Sunday, November 3, 
2013. Jones was showered by the church family with presents, gifts and delicious food pre-
pared by the members. Special guests for the service were Rev. Robert T. Branson, pastor of 
Blackjack Missionary Baptist Church in Starkville. The Blackjack choir elevated the service 
with rousing musical selections. Jones was presented with a very special gift portrait depict-
ing Jones and his love of playing the guitar.  

Minor Memorial Offers Warm Welcome 
Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator
On a recent visit to Minor Memorial UMC, I was made to feel welcome before I ever entered the church building. Nathan and Chelsea 
Hickerson smiled and waved from across the parking lot. When I walked through the door, Rev. Amanda Gordon and several others 
greeted me. Bill Greenslade gave me a bulletin and asked if I would like a copy of “The Upper Room.” Next, Randy and Karla Lance met 
me, and David Guyer offered Jolly Ranchers, Life Savers and cinnamon hard candy. Then I was embraced by my friend, Patsy Vick, who 

teaches classes in English as a Second Language (ESL) and is an active 
supporter of Romanian missions through her work with the orphanage, 
Mia’s Children. I truly experienced firsthand the extravagant hospitality 
of a church whose mission statement is “To grow disciples of Jesus Christ 
through worship, study, fellowship and service.” 

Minor Memorial had a humble beginning in 1889 when a group of 
women cleaned an old unused saloon on the southwest corner of Poplar 
Corner Road, and moved in homemade benches for a Sunday school. 
Over time, the church grew and the present church building is now locat-
ed at 6120 Goodman Road West in Walls, Mississippi. Their vision state-
ment is “Every member in ministry.” Minor Memorial assists people in 
the local community through a food pantry, the Minor Memorial Golden 
Cross Fund, Feed My Lambs (weekend meals for elementary students), 
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly), ESL classes and their Thanksgiving/
Christmas outreach in partnership with Sacred Heart Southern Missions 

in Walls. They will have a compassionate friends candle lighting service on December 8 at 5:00 p.m. for friends and family members to 
honor and remember children who have died at any age from any cause.

Gordon and others at Minor Memorial are involved in local and international mission causes. She wants to see more people in worship 
and more professions of faith with every person at Minor Memorial growing in their spiritual walk with Christ. She has hopes to see 
“every member of Minor Memorial living out the five parts of the mission statement: focus on growing disciples, faithful participation 
in worship, being involved in at least one study/small group, coming to fellowship opportunities and serving locally and globally.”

Gordon’s sermon the day of my visit was based on Mark 6: 34-44 about Jesus feeding the multitudes with two fish and five loaves of 
bread. Gordon stated that “God will make a way when it seems there is no way!”

During my visit to Minor Memorial, I felt the welcome of a congregation that values inclusion--a congregation that wants others to be a 
part of their worship and service experience with God. They not only have “open hearts, open minds and open doors,” but they are also 
reaching out to those who have not yet come through those doors. May the Lord continue to bless this vital and fruitful ministry.

Rust College Hosts Successful Accreditation Visit                  
Rust College hosted its 10 year on-site committee of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools-Com-
mission on Colleges (SACS-COC) at the end of October.  The team completed its review of the college for 
compliance with core requirements, comprehensive standards, and federal requirements as required by the 
United States Department of Education.  The team also provided consultation regarding the college’s Quality 
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Elder Eddie Lee Jones 

Rev. Amanda Gordon greets one member following service 
at Minor Memorial UMC in Walls.



Enhancement Plan (QEP).  The on-site peer review committee will finalize the report and submit it to the full commission on colleges 
for review and official action during the June 2014 meeting.  The on-site peer review committee representing educators from Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Florida and Texas, are recommending full reaffirmation of accreditation without any re-
quired follow-up reports. This is a major milestone for the college stated by President David Beckley in reacting to the team’s report, “we 
are eagerly awaiting the final action of the commission on the recommendation.” 

Rust College A’Cappella  
Choir Christmas Concert  
December 8, 2013 
The world renowned Rust College A’Cappella Choir will host its an-
nual Christmas concert Sunday, December 8, 2013 under the direc-
tion of Dorothy Lee Jones. The annual concert is planned as part of 

the 2013-2014 Rust College Lyceum series.

The Rust College A’Cappella Choir (photo, left) will perform modern and traditional 
spirituals and holiday selections. The choral performers feature a broad repertoire of 
classical, semi-classical, spiritual, operatic, contemporary and traditional gospel. The 
choir has captured the attention of audiences world-wide.

The annual Christmas concert will be held in Morehouse Auditorium of the Doxey 
Alumni Fine Arts-Communication Center at 3:00 p.m. This event is free and the 
public is invited.

Asbury UMC — Community Christmas Choir Concert
December 15, 2013
Asbury United Methodist Church will hold its community Christmas choir concert on Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 225 W. College 
Avenue in Holly Springs. The concert starts at 6:00 p.m. 

Camp Lake Stephens — Overflow 
December 30, 2013 - January 1, 2014
Registration is underway for Overflow, a retreat for junior and senior high youth. Come and get closer to Christ with other young 
people who will bring in the New Year together! Jeremy Knight from Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg will be the speaker for this event. 
The Kory Wheeler Band (formerly “This is Luke”) will be performing. The cost for this gathering is $109.

More information can be found online at www.camplakestephens.com or email Russell Casteel, the program director, at russell@
camplakestephens.com. To call for details, dial 662-234-3350. 

Gospel Music History Returns To Historic Stonewall Church
January 10, 2014
The Chuck Wagon Gang (photo, right) will sing live on January 10, 2014, at Stone-
wall United Methodist Church, located at 323 Wainwright Avenue (two blocks 
directly behind Stonewall Piggly Wiggly and just north of Highway 513).

The church will serve Bro. Jim’s authentic homemade seafood gumbo, various 
homemade soups, desserts and drinks in the fellowship hall for a cost of $7 per bowl 
or all-you-can-eat for $10. This will begin at 6:00 p.m. The fundraiser will help the 
congregation maintain the properties and servant ministries of this historic church.

To reserve individual bowls, all-you-can-eat gumbo and/or soups or a six-person 
table for the Friday night meal, call or text 601-938-7729 or email stonewallpastor@
gmail.com.
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The Gang sings at 7:00 p.m. for a love offering to support the historic gospel music ministry of this group which is entering its 78th year 
of service to the Lord.

Stonewall’s historic church was established in 1872 and has made Stonewall a “go-to” venue for authentic southern gospel music. The 
church has hosted the Blackwood Brothers Quartet, Red Roots, the Dixie Echoes and The Chuck Wagon Gang in recent months.

Brookhaven District Training Day
January 12, 2014
On January 12, 2014, the Brookhaven District will be hosting a training day. The topics to be covered are: PPR/SPRC, treasurer-finance-
trustee, and lay member to the annual conference lay leader. Call the Brookhaven District office for the time of the event and questions.

2014 Confirmation Retreats  — Camp Lake Stephens 
January 17-19, 2014 | January 24-26, 2014 
Confirmation retreats will happen during the weekends of January 17-19 and January 24-26 of 2014.  The early bird deadline (which 
is a $30 discount) is December 21. Don’t miss out! For registration and questions email Sally McClellan at sally@camplakestephens.
com.

2014 The Gathering  
Student Conference — “Mind Games” 
February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014             
The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the  young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event was for-
mally known as MYAC. It will take place February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 at 
Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. For more details and 
to register, visit the Mississippi Conference website.   

General Meeting — Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal, Inc. (BMCR)
March 28-29, 2014
The 47th general meeting of the Black Methodists for Church Renewal, Inc. will be held at the Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark Hotel in 
St. Louis, Missouri, March 28-29, 2014. Please save this date and plan to attend this crucial meeting. For more information about the 
meeting visit the BMCR website at  http://www.bmcrumc.org.

Announcements:
Free Digital Interpreter Subscriptions Offered   
Good things are coming in 2014! Now active United Methodists  can join church leaders and pastors 
in getting a free subscription to the digital version of Interpreter — an award-winning magazine filled 
with news, views, discovery and discussion. To subscribe, go to http://goo.gl/l5mMoK  or email  csc@
umcom.org.    

Music Ministry Certificate Program to Begin in January
Announcing United’s 2014 Floyd and Elaine Flake Certificate in Music Ministry
United Theological Seminary (United), of Dayton, Ohio, announces its Floyd and Elaine Flake Certificate in music ministry will 
begin in January.

This six-course certificate program is geared to enhance one’s ability to provide outstanding leadership of music ministry in the 
21st century Christian church.  The first segment of the program is a 23 week online education program emphasizing biblical, 
theological, organizational and formational leadership of music ministry.  A one-week residency intensive in the summer focuses 
on worship through song.

Page 7



This year’s courses include: Teaching Biblical Faith and Ministry (Jan. 27-March 7), Theology in Music: An Introduction (March 
17-May 2) and Spiritual and Music Ministry Formation (May 12-June 20). The courses offered during the week-long residency 
session are Congregational Songs, Technology in Music Ministry and Ensemble Leadership. Tuition is $1,800 ($300 per course).

For more information, including the complete schedule, or to register, visit United’s website:
http://www.united.edu/component/option,com_eventlist/Itemid,618/id,89/view,details/ or contact the program’s director, 
Jeremy Winston at 937-529-2261.

United Theological Seminary (http://www.united.edu), now in its 143rd year, is one of the fastest growing theological schools 
in the United States. It was founded in 1871 by Milton Wright, a bishop in The United Brethren Church and father of Wilbur, 
Orville and Katherine Wright. United offers accredited, innovative graduate and non-degree education programs for both clergy 
and laity.     

Advent Hymns — Christmas Tunes
The General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church (GBOD) is offering six Advent hymns set to music usually as-
sociated with Christmas hymns. Insert into worship bulletins or project the lyrics for congregational singing. For free downloads, 
visit http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/music-downloads/detail/advent-hymns-set-to-christmas-tunes.     

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Continue to keep the Everett family in your thoughts and prayers 
following the passing of the Rev. Dock Everett, Jr. (Meridian Dis-
trict). His funeral was Saturday November 30, 2013.

Please be in prayer for the family of the Rev. Henry C. Clay, Jr., 
who passed at the University of Mississippi Medical Center on 
November 22.   The retired ordained elder was a former pastor, 
district superintendent and administrative assistant to the bishop. 
A celebration of his life was held on Saturday, November 30 at 
Central UMC in Jackson.

Employment Opportunities
• Dean of the Chapel and Spiritual Life, Emory University  
Emory University seeks a wise and experienced professional who will help further define and respond to the emerging contours 
of religion and the human spirit at a major research university with a church affiliation and a rich diversity of faiths.
Over the past forty years Emory has built a distinctive profile through the work of the Office of Religious Life. Thirty different 
student religious groups are recognized by the university and are served by three full-time chaplains, five religious life advisers, 
and eighteen affiliated campus ministers. Emory seeks a visionary leader who has the skills and personal qualities to strengthen 
this program in the demanding context of a major research university with a residential liberal arts college, seven graduate and 
professional schools, and an extensive healthcare system.
Founded by Georgia Methodists in 1836, Emory continues a vital affiliation with The United Methodist Church and today also 
reflects the strong presence of other faith communities, including Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Bud-
dhist, and those unaffiliated with any tradition. As a member of the Association of American Universities, Emory fosters rigorous 
teaching and research and stands out for its unusual degree of nurturing authentic religious expression in all its varieties.
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The successful candidate must be a gifted communicator, an able catalyst for enriching the religious presence at Emory, and a 
public figure who invites exploration of the ways spiritual commitments may serve to advance human well-being and care for the 
planet.
The dean reports directly to the president of the university and serves on the
Administrative Council, a presidential advisory body comprising cabinet officers, deans, vice presidents, and heads of major divi-
sions of the university.
Responsibilities
• To serve as the face and voice of religious and spiritual life in university ceremonies, convocations, vigils, memorials, and cel-
ebrations that call for prayer and spiritual leadership.
• To oversee use of university chapels according to the Board of Trustees policy on chapels, ensuring the availability of safe space 
for a wide array of religious expression.
• To preside at or provide for a variety of regular services in Cannon Chapel.
Preaching and liturgical skills are paramount. Some delegation of leadership will be essential.
    Regular services include:
    - University Worship, a Sunday morning ecumenical community service;
    - Friday Jummah prayers of the Muslim community;
    - Friday aarti prayers of the Hindu community;
    - Sunday morning and evening Roman Catholic Mass;
    - Jewish services during High Holy Days, Passover, and memorial occasions.
• To continue strengthening vibrant and formative interfaith dynamics, including overseeing the Inter-Religious Council (IRC).
•To foster a safe space for a wide range of religious formation arising from and consonant with the university values of inclusive-
ness, free inquiry, mutual respect, and interfaith engagement.
• To supervise and coordinate the work of seven religious life staff, five religious life advisers, and thirty ministry groups of differ-
ent faiths. This work entails relating to judicatories of campus ministers as well as adjudicating requests by religious groups to be 
involved on Emory’s campus.
• To provide pastoral care, counseling, spiritual direction, and grief support to the community at times of personal or community 
crisis or loss.
• To encourage service by students, staff, and faculty through Volunteer Emory, the Journeys program and other community 
service projects.
• To provide leadership on ethical issues confronting the university and to engage students, faculty and staff in questions of reli-
gious meaning through collaboration with the Division of Campus Life and the schools and colleges.
• To represent the religious and spiritual dimensions of Emory life to the external community, including professional and denom-
inational organizations, local religious congregations, and groups that may have an interest in religious work at Emory.
• To continue collaborative work with the dean of the Candler School of Theology and the pastor of Glenn Memorial United 
Methodist Church (a congregation worshiping in a historic facility on the Emory campus) to serve the mission of the university.
Qualifications
The dean must have pastoral sensitivity, theological depth, intellectual power, personal strength, and demonstrated leadership in 
a particular religious tradition. In furthering Emory’s commitment to religious diversity, freedom of expression, and openness to 
dialogue with all faiths, the dean must be able to stimulate moral and religious awareness among persons of extremely different 
perspectives.
The dean must have advanced education appropriate for the work of chaplaincy. Credentials suitable to teaching on the faculty 
are welcome. Understanding of the culture of a university and the nature of campus ministry is essential.
Ordination or equivalent training in religious leadership and extensive experience are required.
The dean must have an effective public presence and be able to communicate imaginatively and powerfully the implications of 
faith for social justice and healthy community.
The dean should demonstrate administrative ability to work sensitively with staff, undertake development and alumni relations, 
and be capable of personal growth in a large, complex, and diverse institution. 
Nominations and Applications
Confidential nominations and inquiries should be sent to the chair of the search committee, Dr. Gary Hauk, vice president and 
deputy to the president of Emory, at gary.hauk@emory.edu. Candidates must submit a letter of interest, a résumé or CV, two 
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sermons, and a list of references. Screening of applications will begin immediately and continue until the dean is found, with an 
anticipated announcement in late spring and assumption of duties during the summer of 2014.
Emory’s Vision Statement
Emory: A destination university internationally recognized as an inquiry-driven, ethically engaged, and diverse community, 
whose members work collaboratively for positive transformation in the world through courageous leadership in teaching, re-
search, scholarship, health care, and social action.

Cruncy Romaine Toss    
1 cup walnuts, chopped
1 package Ramen noodles, uncooked, broken up (discard flavor 
packet)
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 bunch broccoli, coarsely chopped
1 head romaine lettuce, washed, broken into pieces
4 green onions, chopped
1 cup sweet and sour dressing
Brown walnuts and noodles in butter; cool on paper towels. Combine noodles and walnuts with broccoli, romaine and 
onions. Pour sweet and sour dressing over, and toss to coat well.
Sweet and Sour Dressing:
1 cup vegetable oil
1 cup sugar
½ cup wine vinegar
3 teaspoons soy sauce
salt and pepper, to taste
Blend all ingredients. Yield: 2 ½ cups.

– Rhonda Breland, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of 
The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution 
on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Method-
ist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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